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7. Reports from Appellate Courts and Trial Court Councils 
  
  A) Supreme Court  
   (Chief Justice Sears, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 
  B) Court of Appeals 
   (Chief Judge Barnes, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 
  C) Council of Superior Court Judges 
   (Judge Goss, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 
  D) Council of State Court Judges 
   (Judge Carbo, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 
  E) Council of Juvenile Court Judges 
   (Judge Teske, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 
  F) Council of Probate Court Judges  
   (Judge L. Brown, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 
  G) Council of Magistrate Court Judges 
   (Judge Warden, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 
  H) Council of Municipal Court Judges   
   (Judge Clifton, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 
8. Reports from Judicial Agencies & Entities 
 
 A. Commission on Children, Marriage, and Family Law Tab 6 
  Written report for informational purposes only 
  No action required by the Council 
 
 B. Committee on Justice for Children  Tab 7 
  Written report for informational purposes only 
  No action required by the Council 
 
 C. Georgia Courts Automation Commission Tab 8 
  Written report for informational purposes only 
  No action required by the Council 
 
 D. Chief Justice Led Task Force to Promote Mental Health  Tab 9 
  Criminal Justice Collaboration 
  Written report for informational purposes only 
  No action required by the Council 
 
  
 
 
 E. Child Support Commission Tab 10 
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  Written report for informational purposes only 
  No action required by the Council 
 
  F. Supreme Court Committee Civil Justice Tab 11  
  Written report for informational purposes only 
  No action required by the Council 
 
 G. Georgia Council of Court Administrators Tab 12 
   (Ms. Cramer Est. Time — 10 min.)  

 
 9. Old/New Business 
 (Chief Justice Sears, Est. Time — 10 Min.) 
 
 A. Date and Place of Next Regular Council Meeting 
  Date:  Tuesday, August 26, 2008  
  Place:  Atlanta Marriott Gwinnett Place, Duluth, GA 
    
10. Concluding Remarks and Adjournment 
  (Chief Justice Sears, Est. Time — 10 Min.) 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

12 Noon 
Lunch Served in the 

Harbor View 
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June 3, 2008 
 

NEW MEMBERS WHO HAVE JOINED THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL  
SINCE THE DECEMBER 11, 2008 MEETING 

 
1. Judge Melvin K. Westmoreland, President Elect, Council of Superior Court Judges 
 
2. Judge Charles Paul Rose, Superior Court, Atlantic Judicial Circuit 
 
3. Judge William J. Edgar, President Elect, Council of State Court Judges 
 
4. Judge Robert V. Rodatus, President Elect, Council of Juvenile Court Judges 
 
5. Judge Tammy S. Brown, President Elect, Council of Probate Court Judges 
 
 
 

MEMBERS WHO HAVE LEFT OR ARE KNOWN TO BE LEAVING 
PRIOR TO THE MEETING ON AUGUST 26, 2008 

 
1. Chief Judge Arch McGarity, Superior Court, Flint Judicial Circuit 
 
2. Judge Brenda H. Cole, State Court of Fulton County 
 
3. Judge Velma Tilley, Juvenile Court of the Cherokee Judicial Circuit 
 
4. Judge Walter, Clarke, II, Probate Court of Gwinnett County 
 
5. Judge Shepherd Lee Howell, Superior Court, Cherokee Judicial Circuit 
 
6. Judge Kimberly Warden,   Magistrate Court of Fulton County 
 
7. Judge Bill Clifton, Municipal Court of Forsyth                              
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     David L. Ratley              Reply to:            
            Director                                      Committee on   
                  Justice for Children 

 
Supreme Court of Georgia’s Commission Children, Marriage and Family Law 

Committee on Justice for Children 
Judicial Council Report, June 2008 

 
On October 4, 2006, The Supreme Court of Georgia renamed the Child Placement Project to the Committee on 
Justice for Children.  This name works in conjunction with the new Supreme Court Commission on Children, 
Marriage and Family Law which includes the Committee on Justice for Children (J4C).  The Committee on J4C 
was refunded to continue its work by Congress for additional five more years beginning in October 2006.  For the 
last 12 years, the mission of this work has remained constant which is to improve the court process of child 
deprivation cases.   
 
Justice P. Harris Hines serves as the current chair of the Committee on J4C.  Committee members representing the 
judiciary, the state bar; the Department of Family and Children Services as well as the community include:  Ms. 
Isabel Blanco, Deputy Director of the Division of Family and Children Services; Mr. Duaine Hathaway, Executive 
Director of Georgia CASA; Judge Michael Key, Troup County Juvenile Court; Dr. Normer Adams, Executive 
Director of the Georgia Association of Homes and Services for Children; Attorney Kathleen Dumitrescu, Atlanta 
Volunteer Lawyer Foundation; Judge Peggy Walker, Douglas County Juvenile Court; Judge Jackson Harris, 
Superior Court Judge, Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit; Senior Juvenile Court Judge James Morris; Judge Desiree 
Peagler, DeKalb County Juvenile Court; Attorney Robert Grayson, Cobb County, Special Assistant Attorney 
General; Judge Lawton Stephens, Western Judicial Circuit; W. Terrence Walsh, Alston & Bird, Chair of the State 
Bar Committee Children and the Courts; Ms. Lisa Lariscy, Gwinnett County DFCS Director; Judge Kevin Guidry, 
Juvenile Court of the Piedmont Circuit, and former Juvenile Court Judge Tom Rawlings, now Director of the  
Office of the Child Advocate.  An extensive list of Committee advisors has also been formed and is listed on the 
website below.   
 
Georgia has over 12,000 children in state custody due to child abuse or neglect.  Priority goals for 2008 include:  
improving the process of appealing termination of parental rights cases, improving the quality of representation of 
children, parents and the agency, defining and implementing a set of child outcome measures for courts in 
deprivation cases, hosting summits to reach over 12 judicial circuits, and exploring the judiciary’s role in family 
preservation.  
 
Improvement goals for the past nine years have included: automation of the deprivation case records, cross-training 
and setting standards of practice for all participants in juvenile court, increasing the representation of parents and 
children in juvenile court, and obtaining state funding for juvenile court judges.  Benchmarks for some of these 
goals have been reached and while others have needed refinement.   
 
For 2008, J4C is focused on quality assurance for continuous improvement which is done by reviewing children’s 
case files and observing court hearings.  These reviews will focus on timeliness of hearings, due process measures 
and quality of representation.   The J4C has a web site hosted by the AOC with regular progress reports and 
publications as well as a list serve open to all interested.   See:  www.gajusticeforchildren.org 
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MATERIALS FOR THIS TAB WERE NOT AVAILABLE 
AT THE TIME OF THE AGENDA MAILING 

 
 
 
 

MATERIALS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED AT THE MEETING 
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CHIEF JUSTICE LED TASK FORCE TO PROMOTE  
MENTAL HEALTH CRIMINAL JUSTICE COLLABORATION 

JUSTICE LEAH WARD SEARS, CHAIR 
 

EXECUTIVE STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT 
JUDGE JOHN ALLEN. CHATTAHOOCHEE CIRCUIT SUPERIOR COURT 

 AND JUDGE WINSTON BETHEL, DEKALB COUNTY CHIEF MAGISTRATE, CO-CHAIRS 
 JUNE 3, 2008 

 
In 2007, the Georgia Supreme Court received a grant from the Council of State 
Governments, in collaboration with the National GAINS Center, to implement a Chief 
Justice-Led Task Force to Promote Criminal Justice/Mental Health Collaboration. This 
grant program is part of the Council of State Governments Judicial Leadership Initiative.  
The purpose of the task force is to improve the response to people with mental illness 
who come in contact with the criminal justice system.  Members of the task force are 
leaders representing the Judicial, Executive and Legislative branches of state and local 
governments, the medical and treatment community, non-profit organizations, mental 
health consumers and advocates. A 12 member Executive Steering Committee guides 
the work of the task force.  The task force has met quarterly since June, 2007.  The task 
force has identified gaps in services for the mentally ill. There is lack of:  
•Comprehensive treatment in the community 
• Case management/court diversion coordinators 
• Appropriate medication  
• Supportive and permanent housing 
• Job training and supported employment 
• Early identification and diversion to appropriate care 
• Communication, coordination and collaboration among systems 
• Prevention efforts 
 
The task force has formed four work groups.  Projects identified by each workshop are 
described below.  

 
Resources and Training - Judge Kathlene Gosselin and Ms. Sharon Hill – Co-chairs 
•Support for statewide expansion of Crisis Intervention Law Enforcement Teams to  
include all first responders; 
•Judge Appointed Mental Health Advocate -“JAMHA.” Loosely based on CASA this 
program would provide a paid professional to recruit, train and supervise volunteers to 
assist persons with mental illness to access services and supports to reduce 



 

 

incarceration and recidivism.  A federal grant application was submitted in May to fund a 
pilot JAMHA program in Judicial District 9.  
•Work with ICJE to expand training on mental health issues and resources for all Judges. 
 
Statutory Review – Judge Susan Tate and Ms. Gwen Skinner, Co-chairs 
The Statutory Review workgroup is reviewing issues related to forensic commitments to 
state hospitals for non-violent offenses.  They are also reviewing Georgia’s outpatient 
commitment code and other civil statutes and will make recommendations regarding 
possible statute changes, including adding criteria to the outpatient commitment law to 
provide more flexibility for judges to make outpatient commitments. 
 
Juvenile Issues  - Judge Peggy Walker and Mr. Rick Harrison, Co-chairs 
•Early identification of youth with mental illness, and methods to identify 
•Case management 
•Support system of care model (KidsNet) 
•JAMHA model to serve youth with mental illness.   
•Address lack of continuity, coordination and communication between systems 
 
 
Protocols – Sheriff Bill Massee and Bill Kissel, Co-Chairs 
Judge Stephen Goss, Special Advisor 
Offer training and on-going technical assistance to Sheriffs Departments on key 
components of a jail based mental health program. Curriculum includes: 
•Identification 
•Medication access 
•Housing 
•Monitoring 
•Suicide prevention 
•Discharge planning 
 
Pilot trainings have been held in the Ocmulgee Circuit and in Columbus.  The Protocols 
committee is offering the training in collaboration with the Georgia Sheriff’s Association. 
 
 
On March 25, the task force was asked to present to Governor Perdue’s Mental Health 
Commission.  The following needs were identified by the courts: 
• A fully funded, comprehensive system of community based services to reduce court    
dockets; 
•Active care management, including forensic diversion coordinators in each Judicial 
Circuit; 
•Access to quality medication and medical care; 
•Treatment for co-occurring addictive diseases; 
•Consistent access to benefits such as SSI, Medicaid and Veterans; 
•Assess person’s needs, link with community resources and provide continuing care    
management. 

 
























